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SUMMARY

1. Title

Analysis of Media Education Policy and Future Suggestions for Systematic

Improvement in Korea

2. Objective and Importance of Research

With the progress of intelligence information society and the emergence of various
social issues related to media, the importance of media education is growing. In
addition, the establishment and implementation of a systematic media education policy
is becoming an urgent national task. However, there is a lack of comprehensive
research on media education policy and system in general. This study analyzes the
characteristics of media education policy in Korea in terms of the historical
characteristics, the role of media education policy stake-holders, and future implications

for the systematic enforcement of media education policy.

3. Contents and Scope of the Research

The research scope of this study is broadly divided into the following four areas.

1) Systematic analysis of media education policy in Korea based on historical
characteristics

2) Analysis of media education policy status and conditions with regard to the

characteristics of various policy institutions in Korea
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3) Evaluation of policy implementation of the Korea Communications Commission in
media education
4) Implications of media education policy state and future suggestions on the media

education policy of the Korea Communications Commission

4, Research Results

The features and implications of Korean media education policy revealed through this
study are summarized as follows.

1) There is a certain degree of characterization and differentiation among major
media education policy institutions.

2) The need for securing systematical support through legal establishment is gaining
wide consensus, and the lack of human resources for project implementation is
considered as a common difficulty in most of media education policy institutions.

3) Media education policies tend to be treated as supplementary policies of other
national policies. Especially, in recent years, media education policy has largely focused
on supporting free-semester system, a national education curriculum led by the
Ministry of Education.

4) There is no consultation and sharing system among the relevant policy institutions,
and communication with civil society sectors is insufficient, as well.

5) In terms of the policy types and contents, media education for general media users
in society and minority groups are weakening compared to school media education.

6) Most of media education policy institutions seemed to focus on carrying out direct
education to media users instead of providing infrastructural support, which resulted in
the imbalance of policy establishment and implementations in media education in

Korea.
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5. Policy Suggestions for Practical Use

Future suggestions for the media education policy of the Korea Communications
Commission are summarized as follow.

First, in terms of policy goals and directions, media education policy for user
initiative with the following characteristics: 1) users with self-leading media literacy
competency; 2) users with a balanced media literacy competency; 3) media education
for users with municipal media literacy competencies.

Secondly, ‘systematic’ policy implementation is suggested. For this purpose, it is
necessary 1) to raise understanding of policy goals, 2) to provide expertise of policy
subjects, 3) to establish evaluation system of policy outcomes, 4) to construct
information accumulation system in the whole process of media education policy
establishment and implementation.

Thirdly, the diversity of policy type and contents is to be acquired by 1) diversity of
education subject, 2) diversity of education contents, 3) diversity of education methods,

and 4) timeliness of education.

6. Expectations

It is meaningful to examine the historical background of media education and to
understand the policy context for the development of Korean media education.
Analyzing the achievements of media education and the outcome of media education
policy projects, this research would provide a significant basis for the effort improving

and supporting more systematic media education policy in Korea.
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